
¥ 17 Ð No School (MLK Day)

¥ 18 Ð Science Fair 
Registrations Due

¥ 18 through 24 Ð Kindergarten 
Registration

¥ 21 Ñ Deadline for Monte 
Carlo Night donations

¥ 26 Ñ Third-grade musical

¥ 28 Ñ Movie Night

January
Upcoming Events

From the PresidentÕs Desk

Dear Marshdale Families,

As we celebrate the beginning of a new year, it provides us the opportunity 
to reflect on the past year.!We started the school year in 2010 knowing that 
the district had made some budget cuts. Fortunately, PTA was able to gift to 
the school $10,000 from our reserve account to help with the shortfall.!The 
funds were used for classroom support and to purchase additional SMART 
Boardsª. Then, through a very successful membership drive and a great 
catalogue fund raiser, PTA was also able to raise the majority of the 
remaining funds needed for our 2010-2011 operating budget.

We have had several very successful events this past year as well Ð the ice 
cream social at the beginning of the school year, a packed house for our first 
movie night and, finally, a great Winter Carnival!!Thank you to all the parents 
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From the PresidentÕs Desk 

who volunteered for each of those events Ñ they 
would not have happened without you!

In addition, Marshdale students recorded amazing 
CSAP scores from the previous school year, in 
particular in math and writing. Complete results were: 
Reading 88.1% Proficient/Advanced, Math 88.4% 
Proficient/Advanced, and Writing 77.9% Proficient/
Advanced.!Our Median Growth Percentiles exceed 
District and State scores in all three areas. The staff at 
Marshdale feel the success and growth in scores is 
attributable to the extension room program and the 
new writing curriculum Every Child a Writer.

We have also finally launched our new website 
www.marshdalepta.org . A big thanks to Tad Stephens 
of PTASoftware.com for his hard work on this project. 
The new website has a calendar with PTA and school 
events, an online store where a percentage of 
purchases go back to the PTA, and important forms 
and information (such as Science Fair packets and 
afterÐschool enrichment registration forms). In 
addition, there is a newsletter archive to catch up on 
what you might have missed!!Check it out and let us 
know your thoughts or comments. Please send any 
comments to webmaster@marshdalepta.org

As we look ahead to the rest of the school year we 
have more exciting events planned. There will be a 
movie night at the end of January, the Science Fair at 
the beginning of February, ValentineÕs Day classroom 
parties, and the silent auction, A Night in Monte 

Carlo, at the end of February. All of these take place 
before spring break! The silent auction will be a very 
important event to help raise additional funds to 
supplement the schoolÕs budget for the 2011Ð2012 
school year. We already know that the schoolÕs 
budget will probably be decreased by about $12,000 
next year.!Please consider donating an item to the 
auction and attending what promises to be a great 
event. A Night in Monte Carlo will be held at The 
Brook Forest Inn (thank you to the Barton family!) on 
February 26, 2010. You should have received an 
invitation in your childÕs Friday folder last week.

Lastly, as you all have heard by now, this is my last 
year as PTA president. We are actively recruiting new 
board members for next school year. If you would like 
to volunteer for the PTA board, even if you only have 
a few hours a month, please contact me at 
kirsten.hollander@gmail.com

Best wishes for the New Year,

Kirsten Hollander
PTA President

!

P.S. Look for a new feature in our newsletter called 
ÒDid You Know?Ó This section is designed to introduce 
you to the Marshdale staff and the public education 
system in Colorado.

Enrichment Classes

DonÕt forget Ð a new semester of after-school enrichment classes, sponsored by the PTA, starts soon. Registration 
and class information is available at www.marshdalepta.org . Your PTA has partnered with Evergreen Parks and 
Recreation to expand the variety of programs and to help streamline registration.!These programs are a great 

opportunity to let your child try a new sport, or keep them busy after school in the winter months. There are also 
halfÐday programs for upcoming early release days.

(continued from page 1)
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http://PTASoftware.com/
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mailto:kirsten.hollander@gmail.com
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PrincipalÕs Message

I want to echo KirstenÕs wishes for the New Year. I 
feel incredibly fortunate to have such a supportive 
school community. Your generosity toward the school 
and our community as a whole is overwhelming.  
During these tight economic times, when everyone is 
struggling with budget issues, it is reassuring to know 
that Marshdale has your support. The number of 
parents and family members who support our kids by 
volunteering makes a huge difference in the 
classrooms.

As we begin 2011, I am very excited to have the 
opportunity to partner with the Random Acts of 
Kindness Foundation.  This Denver-based organization 
has chosen Marshdale to help pilot a program in 
which students identify the issues facing them at school 
and then are part of creating solutions to address 
those problems. On January 7, 2011, representatives 
from this foundation  spent half a day with our fourth 
and fifth graders taking them through this process.

You may also be hearing about JeffcoÕs new 
preliminary Facilities Master Plan, which was recently 
presented to members of the Board of Education. The 
master plan reflects nearly two years of work on the 
part of district staff and consultants. It is a data-based, 
independent analysis and assessment of all the 
districtÕs facilities. The five-year plan has 
recommendations that include some school closures, 
repurposing of schools and changes in grade 
configurations. It is standard and best practice for any 
district as large as Jeffco to have a long-term facilities 
master plan.

This preliminary master plan is a set of 
recommendations. These recommendations are not 
final and no decisions have been made. The Board 

of Education will be considering this plan during future 
meetings. One of the recommendations does involve 
our school. The recommendation for Marshdale is to 
replace the building with a new one, which would 
require passing a bond issue. I encourage you to read 
the details of the plan, which are posted on the 
districtÕs website at www.jeffcopublicschools.org .  

I know this information may create a range of 
emotions for you and our school community. Once 
again, please keep in mind that this is a preliminary 
plan only; any final decisions regarding facilities will 
be made by the Board of Education in the coming 
weeks and months. Please be assured that you will 
have a chance to make your voice heard. Beginning 
Thursday, January 13, you will have access to an 
online tool for comments. You will find this tool on the 
districtÕs website. I will also notify you about 
additional opportunities to provide input as soon as I 
have that information.

Please remember that no decisions have been made 
regarding our school. This plan is preliminary and is 
subject to change. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to call me at 303-982-5188.

Again, thank you for your generosity toward our 
school, both monetarily and through volunteering. As 
our budget continues to diminish, your support is more 
important than ever.  

Please plan to join me on February 26 for the PTAÕs 
Monte Carlo Night.

Sincerely,

Christie Frost
Principal

Kindergarten Registration

Kindergarten registration for the 2011/12 school year will be open from January 18 through January 24. 
We will be offering half-day and full-day programs. Tuition for the full-day program will be $300/month. When 

registering your student, please bring a copy of his or her birth certificate and most recent immunizations. Your 
child cannot be formally registered for school without these documents. If we have more students than places 
available in our full-day program, we will use a lottery process to determine student placement. Students not placed 

in! their preferred program selection will be placed on a waiting list.

http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/
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Upcoming Events

Night In Monte Carlo
MarshdaleÕs Night in Monte Carlo fundraiser is right 
around the corner. Your invitation was sent home in 
last weekÕs Friday folder Ð donÕt wait to RSVP as we 
expect this event to sell out. You may use the return 
card that was included with your invitation or 
purchase tickets online at the PTA Website.

Silent Auction Update

The Silent Auction committee is very excited for the 
"Night in Monte Carlo" on February 26.!Donations 
are flowing in and we will have an array of items for 
you to bid on that evening.!Some of the exciting 
donations include a 2011 American Girl doll, a pair of 
Icelantic skis, many restaurant gift cards, pet supplies, 
autographed items from the Denver Broncos and 
famous authors, salon and spa treatments, handmade 
jewelry, theater tickets, birthday parties, vacation 
condos and many other great items!

While we are pleased with the generous donations 
thus far, we would love to collect even more to ensure 
a successful fundraising event for Marshdale 
Elementary.!Our children are relying on us so that 
they can have the best educational experience offered 
to them during their years in our school.

Our deadline for donations is fast approaching. 
Please contact Allison Dickson at (720) 295Ð9145 or 
alliern1@yahoo.com  with any items or services that 
you would like included in this amazing event. 

Donations must be received by the Silent Auction 
committee by January 21, 2011 in order to be 
included in the program for the event.

We are especially in need of artwork, tickets to local 
sporting events, hotel stays, and so on.!We also still 
have several table sponsorships available. If you know 
of any local business that would like to sponsor a 
table, please contact Allison Dickson at 
alliern1@yahoo.com . You may also contact Allison for 
suggestions, if youÕd like to donate an item but need 
ideas.

Thank you so much for your generosity. Our event is 
going to be successful because of you!

http://www.marshdalepta.org
http://www.marshdalepta.org
mailto:alliern1@yahoo.com
mailto:alliern1@yahoo.com
mailto:alliern1@yahoo.com
mailto:alliern1@yahoo.com
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Science Fair News
The 2011 Marshdale Science Fair is fast approaching. All necessary registration forms and packets can be found on 
the PTA website.!Please note the following deadlines and dates:

SCIENCE FAIR DATES

¥ Monday, January 10, 2011 Display board order forms due to Chris Logan in the office

¥ Tuesday, January 18, 2011!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! All registration forms due

¥ Friday, January 21, 2011!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Pick up display boards in the office

¥ Monday, January 24, 2011!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! LAST DAY to report changes in your project category to Science Fair  
Coordinator

¥ Monday, January !31, 2011!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! FifthÐgrade projects due in classroom

¥ Tuesday, February 1, 2011 
6:00 Ð 7:00 p.m. !!!

Check in projects at the gym Ð Kindergarten through fourth grade 
ONLY

¥ Wednesday, February 2, 2011!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Judging and oral interviews (Grades 4 & 5 only)

¥ Wednesday, February 2, 2011 
6:00 Ð 8:00 p.m.!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Public viewing

¥ Thursday, February 3, 2011 
9:00 am Ð 3:00 p.m.

Viewing day 

PLEASE NOTE: Students MUST pick up projects between 3:00 Ð 4:00 
p.m. on Thursday, February 3. If your child is planning to take his or 
her project home on the bus, they will be called to the cafeteria or 
gymnasium to pick it up before boarding the bus. If they will not be at 
school that day, please arrange for a friend to pick up their project.

¥ Friday, February 4, 2011!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Mountain Area Science Fair

FirstÐplace winners in Divisions II and III will proudly represent 
Marshdale at the Mountain Area Science Fair.

We look forward to seeing all the imaginative projects at this yearÕs Science Fair. Also, we still need volunteers to 
help with judging, setup and other necessary tasks. If youÕd like to be a judge, please contact Tara Saltzman at  
tara@tarian.us or (303) 679Ð8713. For other volunteer opportunities, please contact Liz Horneck at 
hornecee@hotmail.com or (303) 670Ð0287.

Upcoming Events

http://www.marshdalepta.org
http://www.marshdalepta.org
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:hornecee@hotmail.com
mailto:hornecee@hotmail.com
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Movie Night
MarshdaleÕs second movie 
night of the year will be held 
on Friday, January 28. In 
conjunction with the ÒOne 
School, One BookÓ campaign 
(see page 7 for more 
information on this program), 
we will be showing ÒThe Tale 
of Despereaux.Ó Doors will 
open at 6:30 p.m., and the 
show will start promptly at 
7:00. Your $1 admission fee 
includes popcorn and water. 

Bring your blankets and pillows and join your friends 
and neighbors for an evening of fun. 

PLEASE NOTE: All children must be supervised at all 
times; no drop-offs, please. Hope to see you there!

The Arts Corner
The thirdÐgrade musical, "Dig It!" 
will be performed at 2:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, January 26. 
Please mark your calendar for 
this song and dance spectacular!

The talent show is scheduled for 
Feb 23. Auditions will be held 
February 8 Ð10 in the music 
room.!Applications may be 
picked up in the office beginning 
next week.

Marshdale Arts Council is 
collecting old, broken or 

used!crayons for a mural that will be permanently 
hung near the fourth and fifth grade pod.!Lastly, stay 
tuned for your chance to participate in this year's 
skylight project. The theme for this year is Rainforest.

Questions about any of these events can be directed 
to Cathy Baune cdetman@jeffco.k12.co.us.

Upcoming Events

NEW PRICING FOR SCHOOL LUNCHES
Jeffco Public Schools will be increasing school lunch prices effective Monday, February 7, 2011. School lunch will 
increase by $0.50 at both the elementary and secondary level. Breakfast will increase by $0.25. There will not be 
any changes in pricing for reduced price meals. 

¥ Elementary lunch (K-6) prices will rise from $2.00 to $2.50

¥ Secondary lunch (7-12) prices will rise from $2.50 to $3.00

¥ Elementary breakfast (K-6) prices will rise from $1.25 to $150

¥ Secondary breakfast (7-12) prices will rise from $1.50 to $1.75

Through this increase in school lunch prices, the district will be in compliance with the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
of 2010, which requires the district to meet federal guidelines by the 2011-12 school year. We are required to meet 
these new federal guidelines, which include making school meals healthier. Parents will see the following 
improvements in the school lunch program:

¥ Increase in fresh fruits and vegetables

¥ More locally produced foods

¥ Increase in whole grain foods offered

¥ Less processed food/more cook-from-scratch items

School lunch is funded through an Enterprise Fund, which means that the program is financially self-supporting 
without the use of district dollars. Under the current price structure, the school lunch program is no longer able to 
absorb increased costs and must raise the price to support the program. The results of a survey last month revealed 
that most Jeffco parents (over 80 percent) are supportive of an increase in prices to improve the school lunch 
program.

mailto:cdetman@jeffco.k12.co.us
mailto:cdetman@jeffco.k12.co.us
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ÒI Love To ReadÓ Month At Marshdale
January is ÓI Love To ReadÓ month here at 
Marshdale. In addition to the ÒOne School, One 
BookÓ campaign described below, our students can 
look forward to:

¥ Our annual bookmark  contest! Students may 
submit a design for a bookmark that promotes 
reading, and one winner will be chosen from 
each grade to be printed and shared with the 
entire school.

¥ Greg Denman, a visiting author and poet, will be 
here on January 19 Ð 21 to share writing tips and 
poems with each grade level.

¥ D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything And Read) time 
during the week of January 24. Students and 
adults alike will stop what they are doing a 
random times each day and read something of 
their choice for 15 uninterrupted minutes!

Please come visit the Marshdale Library any time to 
see all the fun things we have going on or to check 
out some of our wonderful books!

One School, One Book!
Marshdale is excited to announce the implementation 
of an exciting new family literacy program called 
ÒOne School, One Book.Ó In conjunction with ÒI Love 
To ReadÓ month at Marshdale, every family received 
a gift copy of a book to read at home together. You 
should have received a copy of ÒThe Tale of 
DespereauxÓ (a junior novelization, appropriate for 
all grade levels) in your childÕs Friday folder last 
week. 

Our hope is that families with students of ALL ages will 
spend time reading aloud to each other from this 
adventureÐfilled, heartwarming  chapter book. We will 
have daily and weekly activities and challenges at 
school connected to the reading being done at home. 

Research has shown that reading aloud AND reading 
at home have a huge impact on student success, so 
our goal is to have 100% of MarshdaleÕs families 
participating in this program! A big thanks to the 
Marshdale PTA for helping to fund the purchase of 
books for ÒOne School, One BookÓ program. 

The ÒOne School, One BookÓ campaign officially 
kicked off on Friday, January 7, when the books were 
sent home.

Mountain Area Lacrosse Clinics
Think your child might be interested in playing 
lacrosse? If so, now is the time to try it for FREE!! 
Mountain Area Lacrosse is sponsoring free drop-in 
clinics at the Evergreen Sports Center (Bubble) now 
through February 9, 2010.

Full equipment is required; Mountain LAX will have a 
limited amount of equipment (helmets, pads, and 
sticks) available for daily check out.

¥ Mondays (start Jan. 3) Ð 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Boys 
Ð grades 3 & 4

¥ Wednesdays (start Jan. 5) Ð  4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Boys Ð grades K through 2

¥ 1/5, 1/19 and 2/2 Ð 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.         
Girls Ð grades 2 through 4

¥ 1/12, 1/26 and 2/9 Ð 5:30pm to 7:00pm       
Girls Ð grades 5 through 8

¥ Sundays (starts Jan. 9)Ð 4:30 Ð 6:00 p.m.      ! 
Boys Ð grade 5

There is no need to register for these clinics; simply 
show up and start playing. Please feel free to contact 
info@mountainlax.com with any questions you may 
have.

Announcements

mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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State Accreditation is the Colorado Department of 
Education's annual accreditation assessment report for 
school districts.!The accreditation process is a 
comprehensive system which reviews many 
performance indicators in school districts, including 
academic achievement and growth for students in 
reading, writing, math, and science. 

CDEÕs new District Performance Framework (ÒDPFÓ) 
and School Performance Framework (ÒSPFÓ) reports 
provide information about the levels of attainment in 
each of the four key performance indicators:

¥ Academic Achievement

¥ Academic Growth

¥ Academic Growth Gaps 

¥ Postsecondary Workforce Readiness (high school 
only). 

For districts, the overall evaluation leads to their 
accreditation. 

For schools, the overall evaluation leads to the type of 
plan schools will implement. 

District Accreditation and School Plan 
Categories

The District Performance Framework (DPF) assigns to 
each district one of five accreditation categories: 

¥ Accredited with Distinction Ñ the district meets 
or exceeds statewide attainment on the 
performance indicators and is required to adopt 
and implement a Performance Plan.

¥  Accredited Ñ the district meets statewide 
attainment on the performance indicators and is 
required to adopt and implement a Performance 
Plan. 

¥ Accredited with Improvement Plan Ñ the district 
is required to adopt and implement an 
Improvement Plan. 

¥ Accredited with Priority Improvement Plan Ñ 
the district is required to adopt and implement a 
Priority Improvement Plan. 

¥ Accredited with Turnaround Plan Ñ the district is 
required to adopt and implement a Turnaround 
Plan. 

Currently, Jeffco School District is Accredited and is 
assigned a Performance Plan.

The School Performance Framework (SPF) assigns to 
each school one of four plan types: 

¥ Performance Plan Ñ the school meets or exceeds 
statewide attainment on the performance 
indicators and is required to adopt and implement 
a Performance Plan. 

¥ Improvement Plan Ñ the school is required to 
adopt and implement an Improvement Plan. 

¥ Priority Improvement Plan Ñ the school is 
required to adopt and implement a Priority 
Improvement Plan. 

¥ Turnaround Plan Ñ the school is required to 
adopt and implement a Turnaround Plan. 

The SPF has assigned Marshdale a Performance Plan. 

For additional information on accreditation, please 
contact Christie Frost or visit http://
www.schoolview.org .

District Notices

 Colorado Department of Education (CDE) School Performance Frameworks

Did You Know ... ?
... that over half of all teachers at Marshdale have 

masters degrees? Did you know that Colorado public 
school teachers are required to have 90 hours of 
professional development (or 6 credit/semester 

hours) outside of their regular work every five years? 
WeÕre fortunate to have such dedicated teachers!

http://www.schoolview.org/
http://www.schoolview.org/
http://www.schoolview.org/
http://www.schoolview.org/
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Sponsor the PTA
The Marshdale PTA is always looking for business partners  to sponsor PTA 
events. If you have a business youÕd like to promote, or know of someone 
who does, the PTA newsletter and website both offer advertising 
opportunities for local businesses. The website and newsletter reach over 
three hundred mountain-area families and are a great way to build your 
business. For more information on advertising opportunities, please contact 
Jennifer Dailey at jtdailey99@msn.com.

Newsletter Submissions 
Have some news to share or an event to promote? Let us know Ñ we may be able to include your item in the next 
edition of Hoofbeats. Send submissions to newsletter@marshdalepta.org  by the 20th of each month for consideration 
for the following monthÕs newsletter. Thanks!

Kirsten Hollander
President
kirsten.hollander@gmail.com

Tad Stephens
Vice President, Communications
tad.stephens@cpethink.com

Jennifer Dailey
Vice President, Administration
jtdailey99@msn.com

Alissa Skildheim
Vice President, Social
alissa@skildheim.org

Liz Horneck
Vice President, Education (Science Fair)
hornecee@hotmail.com

Amy Born
Vice President, Education (Reflections)
abornchef@wispertel.net

Tricia Nowicki
Secretary
tricianowicki@gmail.com

Theresa Gromko
Treasurer
tgromko@msn.com

Cathy Baune
Teacher Representative
cdetman@jeffco.k12.co.us

Christie Frost
2nd Vice President
chfrost@jeffco.k12.co.us

Anne Dahlen

Room Parent Coordinator 
abe0418@hotmail.com

Laura Cence
Newsletter Editor
lcence@yahoo.com

Marshdale PTA Officers

Quick Links
! School Website
! PTA Website
! PTA Calendar

! Lunch Menu
! Newsletter Archive
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